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We reprint in another column the 
terms of the Electorial Truce and the 
comment of the N.E.C. on reporting 
same in 1940 to the Annual 
Conferénce. 

This paper has been consistently in 
favour of the Electoral Truce as a 
mecessary measure so long as the Party 
was committed to its present policy 
regarding the war, and we have been 


which would seek to hamper the 
advancement of Labour’s Cause in any 
other way than by this one limitation 
of fighting elections in impossible 
circumstances. 

Times change. We knew they 
would. Nor can one arrest the march 
of events or the reaction--of one 
circumstance upon another. 

There was no finality about the 
Electoral Truce. It was a temporary 
measure to be denounced as times and 
circumstances dictated and we, at any 
rate, haye worked from the beginning 
to find proposals that, in the event of 
the breakdown of the Truce, would be 
acceptable all round, and might then 
come into play to enable elections to 
be fought. The opponents of the 
Truce did not do that. They just 
asked for the removal of the Truce. 
We submit that we were more far- 
seeing, and opponents and supporters 
of the Electoral Truce alike might 
thank the “L.O.” for initiating discus- 
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The Tale, or the tail 
of the Truce? 


sions and proposals that would enable 
elections to be held in all the excep- 
tional circumstances. Indeed, the 
Prime Minister himself seems now 
committed to the same policy. 

Times change indeed, and to-day the 
Electoral Truce brings results which 
have proved distasteful to the over- 
whelming majority of Local Labour 
Parties, if not to an-absolute majority 
of Conference. There is also an uncom- 
fortable position for the other Parties 
inasmuch as a crop of “Independents” 
have now arrived, who are not tied to’ 
the Truce, and who come along and 
fight elections and win them. 

But this is not the whole picture, 
and Labour needs to be careful. When 
Labour entered the Government the 
terms of the Truce were not altered. 
Tt went on, and as we said last month: 
“this course is not without difficulty, 
and situations do and will arise which 
complicate the situation.” 

Those complications have indeed 
arisen, and the spectacle of Coalition 
Ministers backing different candidates 
or inwardly praying for, if not actively 
supporting, the return of differing 
persons holding differing views, to the 
House of Commons, could never. be 
an edifying one. A coalition cannot 
fight on Two Fronts, and at some time 
a crisis, a break, or an-amendment of 
the Truce was inevitable. To-day we 
are at the crisis. 
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In the political field co-operation in 
administration and in legislation tends 
to closer understandings elsewhere. It 
is simply not to be wondered at when 
one Party or another is forced to 
adjust itself in the constituencies to the 
changed circumstances and the pres- 
sure of events. But the N.E.C., 
putting forward its last - waned 


proposals at the recent Conference was ~ 


at least clumsy in its method. We do 
not know what prior differences there 
may have been, but the Executive 
obviously was not aware of the temen- 
dous impression which events had 
made upon those who work in local 
organisation. 

The tendency of the Electoral Truce 
to develop into a Political Yruce is 
revolting to the great mass of Labour 
people. The plain fact is that Labour 
folk in the constituencies don’t want 
to be tied up with the Tories, nor do 
they want to be asked to use their 
energies to procure the return of Tory 
candidates. Already good Labour 
seats, or seats that might have been 
Labour gains, have been handed over 
to the Tories for an indefinite time by 
the operation of the Truce. Labour 
folk in such places find themselves in 
a hopelessly impossible position. 

But what is the future to be? The 
Conference vote was not on the issue 
of the continuance or otherwise of the 
Electoral Truce. It was upon an 
extension of it, and the Truce still 
stands, and we are pretty certain that 
the proposed extension of the Truce 
will not now be acted upon except 
perhaps in so far as to relieve Ministers 
of an embarrassing situation. 

But what is the future to be? The 
situation is becoming absurd. If our 
Party is not to fight elections the 
choice for Local Labour Parties is to 
choose between the devil and the deep 
blue sea. If we are to fight elections, 
as Truce opponents urge, we need, 
incidentally, a short Electoral Reform 
Bill and then, of course, a pretty spec- 
tacle is to present itself to the world 
of a Coalition Government squabbling 
in the constituencies while the war goes 
on none too happily in any sphere. 

Again let us face the issue. If the 
Electoral Truce, with all its implica- 
tions, is not to stand, then in our 
opinion the Coalition itself must 
sooner or later fall to pieces. Some 
people demand that, but in that case 
is the Party prepared for the conse- 
quences? 


There is yet one other course whic 
nobody seems to have thought of as 
yet, and extremists on one side or the 
other might like to toy with it. It is 
to maintain the Coalition but abolish 
elections altogethér® to fill vacancies 
in the same way as Local Government 
vacancies are filled. Such a course 
may relieve the Political Parties of 
to-day’s embarrassments, but would the 
country, stand for it? We think nor. 
Yet certain lines of thought are going 
to converge upon ,this solution. Not 
ours: but wait and see. 


So, for the present, it seems we must 
go on as we have been going, and the 
pretty certain result of this is that 
this tale of. the Truce will end with 
its tail. Whatever the consequences, 
the Electoral Truce seems certain to 
disappear sooner than we expected. 
But in which way, and as to the con- 
sequences, we should beg our readers 
to consider. There are some months 
yet to think out the alternatives and 
the necessities that then arise. And 
that much is up to both sides in this 
controversy, for either outcome of this 
affair is fraught with perils to our 
future. 


~" THE REGIONAL COUNCILS 


The annual meeting of the South 
Wales Regional Council of Labour was 
held on May 16th. The report of the 
Executive Committee indicated a lot of 
exceptional activity. The Council has 
been busy in matters relating to post- 
war planning and, reconstruction, and 
laborious work has been attempted and 
carried through. The report of other 
activities is too numerous to mention. 
The accounts show a considerable im- 
provement. We have noted also the 
attempts made by the Council to im- 
prove individual membership. 


We understand that the steps being 
taken to set up two Regional Councils 
in the Midlands are meeting with a fair 
measure of success. We expect shortly 
to hear of the East and West Midlands 
Councils taking definite form, and pre- 
sumably also of the appointment of 
two full-time secretaries and district 
organisers to work in association with 
these bodies. 


THE PARTY SECRETARYSHIP. 


By a unanimous vote the Labour 
Party Conference endorsed a recom- 
mendation of the N.E.C. that the -ser- 
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vices of Mr. J. S. Middleton, the Party 
Secretary, should be continued for the 
present, subject to review of the situa- 
tion from year to year. 


Mr. Middleton was due to retire dur- 
ing the coming year after nearly 40 
years’ service, and the recommenda- 
tion of the N.E.C. was made in the 
light of the war position and because 
some persons who might normally be 
applicants for the post were engaged 
in various forms of National Service. 


A neat speech explaining the situa- 
tion was made by the Chairman, after 
Middleton, who received a 
warm welcome, made a_ statement 
which made a great appeal to the Con- 
ference. In one particular especially 
we found ourselves in intense sympathy 
with him, for retirement seen in per- 
spective seems a happy and desirable 
thing! When, however, the time ar- 
rives and the great blank is before 
one and old bonds, customs, habits and 
associates must be rudely broken, the 
prospect turns to Dead Sea fruit. We 
wish Mr. Middleton health, strength 
and vigour to see us through. 
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The New National. 
-Executive Committee 


i 
The following are the names of the 
persons elected to the new N.E.C., to 
which list must be added, of course, 
the Chairman of the Parliamentary 
L.P., viz., Clem Attlee. 


Messrs. W. Dobbie, M.P., C. Jarman, 
J. W. Thompson and J. W. Whitworth 
retired from the N.E.C. this year, and 
the four persons marked by an asterisk 
took their places,in the nominations, 
there being no contest in this list. 


Of the old familiars few are left in 
the T.U. list. Singularly enough it is 
in the L.L.P. list that the choice ap- 
pears most constant, though the 
Women’s list is also unaltered this 
year. Is this because the Conference 
and not the women elect them? 


Division I—Trapre UNIons 


+H; P. Bolton®. (E103); Sb 
Burrows (N.U.R.);-—Harold EK. Clay 
(Transport); A. J. Dobbs (Boot and. 
Shoe); *H., Earnshaw (United peatle)s 
*A. S. Moody (Woodworkers); R. Open- 
shaw (A.E.U.); George Ridley (R.C. A.); 
W. A. Robinson (N.U.D.A.W.); James 


Walker (B.I.S.A.K.T.A.); ‘samuel 
Watson (Miners); Thomas Williamson 
(N.U.G.M.W.). 


Division IJ.—SociaAList, CO-OPERATIVE, 
AND PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS. 


Walter H. Green (Royal Arsenal). 


Drvision III. — ConstTiruENcy’ AND 
CENTRAL LABOUR PARTIES AND) 
FEDERATIONS OF CONSTITUENCY 


Lapour ParTIES. 


Harold J. Laski, Emanuel Shinwell, 
James Griffiths, Philip J. Noel-Baker, 
Hugh Dalton, Herbert _ Morrison, 
George Dallas. 


Division IV.—WomMEN MEMBERS. 


Mrs. Jennie L. Adamson, Miss Alice- 
Bacon, Mrs. Freda Corbett, Mrs. 
Barbara Ayrton Gould, Miss Eleanor 
Stewart, Miss Ellen C. Wilkinson. 


‘TREASURER. 
George Lathan (R.C.A.). 


AUDITORS. 
Joseph A. Hall and J. W. Foster. 
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Doves and Dovecotes: and Cuckoos 


in Sparrows’ Nests vet ee 


The Independents create no flutter 


: According to the daily press . the 
dovecotes of the orthodox political 
Parties (who are the doves by-the-way?) 
have been rudely shaken by the recent 
successes of independent Parliamentary 
candidates. 

The daily press often gets itself in 
a ferment, but its clever young men 
ought really ‘to know that political 
organisers are not so easily rattled. 
They are accustomed to new situations 
and sudden political changes and they 
make long plans accordingly. 

Now this business of W. J. Brown and 
the others is no evidence of some new 
revolutionary attitude in the minds of 
the electors. That the future holds 
the possibility of a great political 
changeover and a landslide in favour 
of one or other of the main political 
theories, or even of some strange ones, 
we hold no doubt; but when the sweep 
comes, we believe it will centre round 
one or other of the well-known schools 
of political thought. 

The outbreak of independents is like 
an outbreak of measles. It doesn’t, of 
course, betoken good health, but the 
spots, anyway, are only symptoms. 

We should like to discuss some of 
the symptoms which have been giving 
the independents their chance, for 
they have come like flies on sores. The 
dissatisfaction that is alive in the 
Labour Party over certain things 
(equalled in other Parties over other 
things), may be a healthy sign, and 
symptomatic of a self-cure in all good 
time. For parties sicken and recover 
again. It must also be said that 
Political Parties, after all, conform to 
a social instinct which is inevitable in 
modern Society and with modern 
populations. The lone hand may kill 
a bird or two, but in the end he 
perishes. Not so the great Movements 
of men. 

This said, we must not disregard 

_ those scabs; they indicate an ill. 

It was inevitable that if political 
parties bound themselves not to fight 
each other, and still left the field open 
for other people to force a contest, 


contests and challengers were bound 
to come. zis 


In the light of to-day’s happenings 
one is reluctantly forced to the con- 
clusion that if the crop of indepen- 
dents is not to be endured there are 
three courses : —~ 


1. That older Parties must combine 
in elections to beat all others. 


2. The Government must decide 
that there shall be no elections. 


3. The Electoral Truce must be 
denounced from one side or the 
other and Parties must be free to 
fight elections. 


If there is some other course we 


should like to hear of it, but it seems_ 


to us «that courses’ 1 and 2 are 
intolerable for Labour folk and circum- 
stances seem to be forcing Parties 
back upon the third alternative. 


It is true that the first course, or 
something like it, was agreed to by a 
small majority at the Party Confer- 
ence, but the overwhelming vote of 
the Local Labour Parties was against 
the proposals, even though under- 
takings were given that no Party would 
be dragooned into acceptance. 

The plain truth is that we are on the 
horns of a dilemma. If Local Parties 
say that denouncing the Electoral 
Truce is exactly what they want they 
must logically be prepared for the 
consequences. The consequences, 
without an Electoral Reform Bull, may 
mean defeat in unexpected places. In 
any case it means acceptance of an 
unrepresentative or minority decision 
in most places which, of course, they 
will say is the lesser of two evils. But 
in addition they must face the fact 
that no coalition can last where the 
parties to it are at war among them- 
selves in the constituencies. 

This is the position as we see it and 
we have passed no judgment on the 
issue. It is not for, us to do so. On 
the other hand it is for the Movement 
to ponder deeply and take its course 
with courage and conviction. 


q Candidatures 
'Herrs.: St. Albans—Mr. C. W. 
_ Dumpleton, 307 Hatfield Road, St. 
_ Albans, Herts. (D.L.P.) © 


_ Carnarvon Boroucus. — Mrs. M. F. 
_ Lloyd Prichard, 6 Menai View, 
- Bangor, Carn. (D.L.P.) 


f Withdrawal 
of Candidatures 
-Mwmpiesex: Wood Green — Miss 
Dorothy Woodman. 


SOMERSET: Frome. — Mr. R. W. G. 
MacKay. 


YorKSHIRE: Elland. — Mr. G. R. 
Mitchison. 


National Union of Labour 
Organisers’ Annual 
Conference 


The 24th Annual Conference of the 
National Union of Labour Organisers 
and Election Agents was held in 
London on Sunday, 24th May. Ald. 
J. W. Foster, of Durham, presided, and 
there was a good attendance. 


The Conference adopted the Execu- 
tive Committee’s report and recom- 
mendations which included an increase 
in subscriptions made necessary by 
war conditions. 

The report, which included a survey 
of the Union’s accomplishments in 
past years, also gave evidence of a 
good year’s work. Among other matters 

' reported upon+were Membership, War 
Bonuses, Superannuation, and _ the 
endeavours now being made by the 
Union to incite interest; and elicit 
proposals, concerning organisational 
preparation for the after-war situation. 
Some minor amendments to rules were 
also made. 

The election of officers resulted as 
follows :— 

President: Coun. R. Montford, J.P., 
G.C.; Chairman: Ald. J. W.. Foster 
(Durham); Vice-Chairman: Mr, Claude 
Denscombe (N. Tottenham); Secretary 
and Treasurer: Mr. H. Drinkwater; 
Auditors: Mr. C. C. Jones (Exeter) and 
Ald. C, W. Luker (Forest of Dean). 

The remainder of the E.C. are 
elected by the Districts. 
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NUNEATON DIVISIONAL 
., LABOUR PARTY — 


WANTED 


FULL-TIME 


SECRETARY- 
AGENT 


Salary in accordance with recog- 

nised scale. Appointment will be 

made in conjunction with the 
Labour Party. 


Applications stating age, experience, 

Party connections and qualifications 

must be received not later than 
Saturday, 20th June, 1942 


Applications must be addressed to 
Mr. H. G. Painting, Nuneaton 
D.L.P., Abbey Chambers, Abbey 
; Street, Nuneaton 


Although the Government’s attitude 
to Reconstruction is nebulous and 
hesitant, there is fortunately plenty of 
enthusiasm elsewhere, and even Local 
Government authorities, thanks to 
Labour drive, are looking ahead for 
after-war problems and solutions. An 
instance of good work comes to hand 
from Malden, where there are seven 
members on the local Council. Two 
of the group (Ald. Norris and Coun. 
Deakin), members of the Council Re- 
construction Committee, have put for- 
ward an excellent series of proposals 
for an approach to this question, and 
their suggestions have been adopted 
by the Committee. 


When the time comes, as our friends 
aptly. point out, it must not be merely 
a question of the localities nicely fit- 
ting.into a superimposed paper pattern, 
but the local authorities themselves 
must plan. We opine that in many 
matters those on the spot, familiar 
with the people’s needs, will know best. 
They should have something to put 
forward, and something sound to say. 
Therefore we commend this “action 
now.” 
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~Views and Reviews 


' It was a good Conference: large, 
representative, orderly and responsible. 
Perhaps those who saw or felt deeply 
during the disorder on the Wednesday, 
when the Truce was under discussion, 
might like to qualify some of those 
words, but in the main they are true. 
Labour has had a raw deal in this 
Coalition; it has as yet had no Social- 
ism, but a tremendous lot of what 
later on will be dubbed Socialism to 
our detriment. And on this subject 
there is deep-rooted feeling in the 
Movement. 

The Conference again and again 
displayed distrust and impatience at 
the present order of happenings. 
Incident after incident may be taken 
as a warning to the Government. 
Indeed, one may sum up the whole 
proceedings in that phrase: so let the 
Government take heed. 

We predict that by the time the 
Conference next meets no power on 
earth will prevent the Conference from 
tearing up the Electoral Truce, or 
whatever Truce there is, unless in the 
meantime Labour gets satisfaction on 
quite a number of matters. The 
Coalition itself may by then be in 
peril, for what to-day is a cloud no 
bigger than a man’s hand will by 
then have overcast the sky. If the 
Coalition does not produce something 
by way of real satisfaction for the 
workers as well as profits for the profit- 
eers, it is doomed. To-day Labour 
only growls: to-morrow it may spring, 
for it is in real earnest on Coal and 
several other things. We shall see if 
the Government note the portents. 


Walter Green made an admirable 
Chairman. On many occasions the 
material for conflagration was there to 
hand. This is really his second Con- 
ference, for last year he directed the 
proceedings owing to the physical 
disability under which the the Chair- 
man, Jimmy Walker, laboured. Walter 


Green sits on the E.C. as the represen- 
tative of the Socialist, Co-operative, 
and Professional Organisations Section. 
He represents the Royal 
Co-operative Society and at one time 
was Agent at Deptford. He is a Hon. 
member of the National Union of 
Labour Organisers. = 


Yeoman service was again rendered 
to the Conference by George H. Oliver, 
M.P., Chairman ‘of the Conference 
Arrangements Committee. Few men 
could have kept the Conference in such 
good temper as he when on Monday 
morning something had gone wrong 
with the distribution of a vital docu- 
ment. It was his lot to expound and 
secure its adoption. Agreeable, firm, 
and quick to see a point, the smooth 
working of many Conferences owes 
much to him. 

4 


Organisationally, the outstanding 
speech of the Conference was quite a 
brief one made in the private session 
by J. Hallsworth, of the N.U.D.A.W. 
One perceived in his call to Confer- 
ence the vision of a newly-inspired 
Party, having set its house in order, 
moving vigorously and firmly on: the 
march to Victory, It was the sort of 
thing about preparation. for the after- 
war situation, and the readjustment of 
sour Party to its future trial of strength, 
that we have sought to put forward in 
the “Labour Organiser” and elsewhere. 
Hallsworth told the Party that it was 
extraordinary activity which we 
required; that we must not permit the 
Party to die of inanition. These new 
times called for new measures, new 
men, new women. He touched, too, 
on a vital point when he urged 
increased contractin;y in and .cailed cn 
the Unions to set to work upon this 
task, 


Not for the first time a big diver- 
gence of outlook was evident at Con- 
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ference between the representatives of 
Local Labour Parties and of the Trade 
; Conference voting is on some 
Qccasions apt to give a false idea of 
the strength of particular views as they 
are held throughout the country. This 
is because the Trade Union vote is 
largely that of authority, or of Execu- 
tives, while Local Labour Party 
thought comes nearer to the voice of 
the people. It is the custom sometimes 


_ for certain Trade Unionists to derogate 


Local Party action and to challenge 
its representative character. They are 
on thin. ice there for, after all, the 
Local Parties represent the working 
part of the machine and the great vol- 
ume of effort which is made in the 
constituencies. Nor is a comparison 
of financial support to the Party a fair 
one either as showing the relative 
parts played by these two sections in 
the upkeep of the Party. It is the 
local parties who maintain and mostly 
pay for the huge activities in the con- 
stituencies and could 
balance sheet showing all monies 
expended in political activity by our 
Movement we should see a_tremen- 
dously changed picture. Local Parties 
do not get their fair share in National 
management, and some day a new 
perspective may dawn on Conference. 
But it will not do so until those parties 
who do not send to Conference for 
financial reasons make up their minds 
to conquer these obstacles. 


. Local Parties contributed last year 
to National funds, £5408 2s. 7d., plus a 
substantial proportion of the, by-elec- 
tion insurance fund, the income of 
which amounted to a further £5,637 
1s. 6d. They would further be \respon- 
sible for the greater amount of the 
income on the sales of literature which 
totalled £3,918 16s. 8d. Trade Unions, 
on the othed hand, paid in affiliation 
fees £47,808 15s. 1d. Looking at these 
figures the disparity is not so terrific 
after all. Fortunately, despite con- 
ference votes, the passing years have 
seen a better understanding growing 
up between these Sections. We hope 
this will stand the strain which recent 
events seem to show lies ahead. 


Some interesting figures on the in- 
creased affiliation of certain Unions 
were given to the Conference by Mr. 
W. Glenvill Hall, M.P., acting in place 


One wrsee*. 2) 


of the Treasurer. The figures are the 
measure of the efforts put in in certain 
quarters toa increase contracting-in. 
Strangely enough, certain Unions, 
whose membership is swollen by the 
war, do not figure here. Readers 
should, however, be careful about com- 
parisons or they may do an injustice, 
The R.C.A. result, for instance, is most 
creditable, for it is secured on an al- 
ready exceptionally high contracted-in 
membership. 


increased by 
N.U.D.A.W. . 25,000 members 
A.E.U. . 10,983 = 


Iron, Steel & ‘Kindred 


Trades Association 9,148 Ss 
N.U.R. a Best Os5 24. as 
N.U. Foundry Workers 2,619 _,, 
Boilermakers, Iron & 

Steel Shipbuilders’ : 

SOCIETY) ee seo’)! 2,286 7 
N.U. of Agricultural 

Workers 2,150 of 
R.C.A. 1,000 ae 


A brief report given to Conference 
on the loss of individual membership 
showed how the blitzed and war- 
affected areas had _ suffered worst. 
London, for instance, reflected a 45 
per cent. decrease; the Home Counties 
showed 33 per cent., and the Eastern 
Counties 30.5 per cent. This com- 
pares with 7.4 in the North-East and 
7.7 in Wales. It has to be remembered, 
however, as some corrective to these 
figures that the big membership Parties 
were mostly in the areas where the 
decrease is greatest. The North-East 
loss is surprisingly small under the 
circumstances. 


The Labour Party Agents’ Superan- 
nuation Society was reported upon to 
Conference by Mr. W. Halll. It 
appeared that the sum of over £26,000 
was raised by the special levy last year 
to initiate the scheme, and incidentally: 
an expression of gratitude was made 
by a delegate on behalf of the Agents’ 
Union. The sum of £2,500 odd had 
been paid in subscriptions, and the 
larger sum above-mentioned has been 
allotted to three funds, viz., the 
Superannuation Fund proper, a reserve 
for war seconded agents who may come 
back to the service, and a third fund 
mainly to provide for the over-age 
agents, some of whom are soon retiring. 


. 
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Answers to 
Correspondents 


Hints About the Literature Stall 


L.E.C. This correspondent writes 
for some advice about stocking his 
literature stall and some suggestions 
on running it. : 


We would advise him that for the 
moment he confines himself to the sale 
of definite Labour Party publications. 
We gather from his letter that what- 
ever purchases he makes for the stall 
within reason would be approved by 
the Party, and it is his desire to launch 
out and take his job in earnest. 


Many Labour literature stalls are to 
be found stocked with lots of publica- 
tions which, though of Socialist inter- 
est, do not put forward Labour’s own 
policy, and indeed sometimes the very 
reverse of it. We object to this, not 
only on Party grounds, but because the 
public are entitled to a square deal. 


Nine out of ten people approach the 
stall to buy Labour literature. They 
assume that what they have bought zs 
Labour literature ,and when they dis- 
cover, as they sometimes do, the extra- 
ordinary views put' forward in some 
books and pamphlets (very often of 
Communist origin), they get a poor 
opinion of the Party. That means at 
least a loss of all propaganda value 
from the sale. Indeed, the Party would 
be better off without the stall if the 
latter is used to spread the opinions of 
other people. 

When our friend has obtained some 
familiarity with Labour literature and 
a further knowledge of what is pub- 
lished by sympathetic organisations, 
such as the N.C.L.C., the Fabian 
Society, etc., it. would be desirable to 
stock a selection of the publications 
of these bodies. But we strongly ad- 
vise every literature seller to read 
beforehand what he is about to buy. 
The knowledge so obtained. of the con- 
tents, and of the tenor of publications, 
enables him to sell the right stuff to 
the right people. It is no use, for in- 
stance, selling to the enquirer after 
Labour Party policy some controversial 
pamphlet which, while’ well-meaning 
in itself, is directed to challenging this 
or that aspect of accepted policy. There 
are certain things published, which 
can be sold to Labour folk and 
students, that it is not advisable to give 


prominent display to for fear of creat~ 
ing confusion. . 

The literature stall can be an im- 
mense aid to propaganda or it may be 
an embarrassment. We hope these 
hints are what our correspondent 
wants. 


Petrol and Party Work 


A.T. This correspondent draws at- | 


tention to the expected effect upon his 
Party, a County Division, of the cut- 
ting off of petrol at the end of June. 
He asks us to tell him what can be 
done about it, for cars played a pro- 
minent part in getting the delegates 
in to Divisional meetings and in other 
activities. 

We can only say—ask us another! 
Our Brains Trust is bowled out with 
this one. Strangely enough, however, 
the Editor recalls that at the end of 
the last war and in the early years of 
the 20 years’ peace, he assisted, and. 
mainly initiated, the formation of 
D.L.P.s in nearly forty County Divi- 
sions, and conditions were worse then, 
for there were hardly any buses at all, 
packed or otherwise. 


Make the best of it, old chap. “The 
bombers will always get through”—so 
will the enthusiasts. The Editor and 
lots of others used to hoof it quite 
plenty. We may do so again. But 
defeat—never! The old pioneering 
spirit got through conquering all 
obstacles. And it is by no means 
dead to-day. 


But secretaries must be careful now 
about the times and the places of meet- 
ing and the length of meetings; they 
must also study the food problem. 
We'll carry on, somehow. 


- 


Long Meetings: Oh, Lord, HOW Long? 
F.T. This correspondent’s letter has 
a bearing on the above, for he writes 
complaining of the length of meetings 
and of having frequently to leave 
before business is reached in which 
his local Party is interested, owing to 
the dreary dragging on of business. 


We are 100 per cent. with our 
correspondent. Oh what sufferings we 
ourselves have endured from the same 
cause. We could write a book of Job 
about it! 


Our friend (soul-mate and fellow 
martyr, really) will get nothing altered 
till he kicks, and hard. Our lives are 
made for better things than to be 
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- wasted discussing trifles that a nipper 
could settle in two shakes. And to 
_ fancy all this time-wasting is called 

4 Democracy fills us with sadness. 

4 Where the evil above-mentioned 
exists loss of interest in inevitable on 
the part of some persons. The bore- 

dom tires, them out, while the whole 

_ atmosphere breeds slackness and sloth 

_ to the detriment of every Party interest. 

Who is with us in a campaign for 
Briefer, Brighter, Better and Bigger 
Business Meetings? 

Let us first cut out the non-essentials. 
Minutes can be circulated beforehand 
for E.C. meetings, or circulated at the 
start in others. Why read and cer- 
tainly why waste time discussing what 
is gone? 

Cut out the cackle in correspondence. 
That is the Secretary’s job — to con- 
dense, or to report on. But in Heaven’s 
name, why solemnly move that we ac- 
cept, or we receive, or we note, or we 
lie on the table this or that item. 
Move something, certainly—but move 
on! 

And why are seconders always neces- 
sary if the Chairman accepts a motion? 
Why should he wait or beg for a 


rate. 
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seconder, anyway? Seconders are not 
necessary, according to the best “Rules 
of Debate” in E.C. meetings. Why 


not, in.war-time, make shift and shift 


without them? 

And cannot we get some of these 
inflexible agendas to be shifted round 
a bit so as to take the urgent business 
first—and so.,dish the late-comers? 
There is the start on time also to be 
considered. How we have yearned, 
and waited, while a precious twenty 
minutes or even half-an-hour rolled by, 
and nothing doing. 

A tip—get your meeting packed up 
in the front. Stragglingly-seated 
meetings. are always dilatory. We 
would often plump for a smaller room 
and pack ’em tight. Such meetings 
usually get on with the job. 

A word to chairmen. Do realise 
that we are still a Party of “young men 
in a hurry’—or we ought to be. We'll 
all be dead before that New World 
comes along unless we shift as fast in 
our business meeiings as the pace at 
which we want the world to move.: 

Get a move on. Here’s to meetings 
an hour long and no longer. And 
Socialism NOW. 


Single Copies. Price 4d. or 5d. post free. Cash with Order. 
Orders for under 6 copies per month are charged at this 


Credit Terms. 4d. per copy (postage paid) with a discount of 
id. in the 1/- on accounts under 10/-, or 2d. in 1/- on 
accounts over 10/- if paid within 14 days of quarterly 
account. Afterwards nett. 
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END OF 
~The Wanderlust: | 


By the Editor 


Finis. Yes, dear reader, that must 
be written some time. I write it now. 

Not that my Wanderlust is ended. 
It never will be. Some questing souls 
never rest: on earth for certain, maybe 
also in Heaven or in Hell. And why 
should we, when life is like a land that 
is half-explored: that countless multi- 
tudes have roamed over and left their 
bones behind before they hardly 
touched the fringe of the forest? 

For if you picture life, as I have 
sought to do in the Wanderlust, 
life as the common people find it, 
there is no shortage of raw material. 
But one must wander to seek it: 
wander on and on, seeking new 
avenues, finding new forms, fresh 
characters, strange, unknown delights, 
scenes, and senses. 

My pen pauses (dearie me, I should 
have said my stubby pencil), not from 
shortage, or from will, but from neces- 
sity—your necessity. One eats to live, 
and men go on eating for sixty, eighty, 
or a hundred years and often longer. 
But change of diet man must ‘have, for 
change is the salt of life. From this 
one deduces that change in his literary 
feed is also necessary from time to 
tume. Anyway, here and now I knock 
off this present diet, and close the 
Wanderlust. Will you have faith that 
maybe you are going to get something 
better next month? 

* * * 

I cannot close without a vote of 
thanks to all my characters, and even 
to the scenes. 

First I mentioned Mother, and old 
Panso, and that grave upon the hill- 
side, just beyond and outside our 
glorious garden of roses. A fiction 
writer might have made something of 
that. I couldn’t: for me there was a 
lump in the throat, which comes back 
sometimes, a turning to the East, and 
work. For real life had begun. 

You remember that trip we took 
to the mountains of Mayo? ‘That 
young witch of Atholl whose other 
story I must tell some time? Ann? 


‘trial of its virtues? 


Fish Ann? God rest her bones. Have 
you forgotten her, for J never shall. 

Who has forgotten, too, the wishing 
well in the forest depth that Old Nell 
showed me? Or Kate, who tempted a 
Ahb;) Kate, pote 
stirs a memory. 

It was with a detached air I told 
the story of John and Lil, the student 
and the teacher. You'd like to know 
how they are; if they ever now lie on 
the top of May Hill and talk over life’s 
secrets or its passions. Of course they 
don’t, Lil, their second daughter, 
got married last week. But that’s 
another yarn, some day. 

Crikey. I find I told that one 
about Molly and Milly and the old 
abbey, the bally old: ranter, Molly’s 
father, and about the gipsy’s coming 
and the happy ending, so fully (and so 
fondly, too, for Molly was a_ brick), 
that there'll be no sequel. Life for 
them just ripples on. 

But of Nellie, that girlish riding 
master of mine, the girl with the wire 
whiskers, who married James, the 
carrier, after that heroic dash through 
the floods with her father’s medicine, 
I have a tale to tell. I’ve never kissed 
a cat’s face, but kissing Nellie was 
like that. And could you think that 
with this facial handicap a girl could 
go wrong and reach the divorce court? 
Ah, life is queer: and so are men and 
women, and I'll’ not spill the beans. . 
Wait! 

I took you for a nice trip, too, with 
those gypsies, didn’t I? Do you under- 
stand them better now? Don’t forget, 
either, poor Benny—Benny Shattock, 
the artist who _painted his mother, 
Some day, you see, the world will want 
that story. The. cold Cotswolds con- 
ceal that mad and maddened artist’s 
masterpiece. The “L.O.” gave the 
clue: keep that copy. 

And then I give a vote of thanks to 
that hollow in the hillside, back of 
the Malverns, and “Lenore” will for- 
give me for = the exposures I gave 
of Brummagem’s morals and Clifton’s 
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and Cheltenham’s foul corruption. 
_ Lenore is happy now, but though that 


tale was sad in parts I must perforce 
take you down the valleys as well as 
on the mountain tops if, with me, you 


- would see life as it is. 


So, too, with the village idiot who 


dashed to death from the church spire . 


into the open grave of the man he’d 
murdered: nice gruesome scene, Not 
only life, my boys — a bit of death 
chucked in. 

And that murder mystery down at 
Newent, Glos. What a scoop the 
“L.O.” made in giving that solution. 
Prussic- acid! What? _— Prussic 
acid:/ trickling out of the spring. 
Poison, making mystery more mysteri- 
ous. Unusual combination of chemicals 
free in nature. Must look up that 
yarn again. 

I wonder if Morrison’s firemen have 
ever in an emergency put out a fire 
with pig-wash? I have, and it wasn’t 
the sweetest job about the place. For, 
of course, you remember Prue and 
True and Sue, and the fire, and that 
blighter Chris? I’ve a sequel to tell. 
You must forgive my evil delight. 
For wasn’t that the Garden of Eden 


and—well, just fresh up that one agzin. 


Then there was the big O (with the 
little o on top of it), and Vi and Fanny 
Fin. Fact is, I didn’t finish with 
Fanny. Some day, perhaps: not row. 

One touch of life in high places I 
have permitted myself. It was the 
“Mystery of Great Oak Hall.” strange, 
isn’t it, that the life cf the commcn 
people doesn‘t interest like the loves 
and life of high Society. I judge and 
affirm by my own acceptances (and 
rejections) in days gone by when I sold 
my output, instead of presenting them 
to “L.O.” readers. And I had lots of 
letters saying readers liked this story. 

Then we had one tale of (was it 
Denham?) and the war. Ugh! I 
didn’t like that one myself. Bright 
life, then death and desolation, des- 
truction, and a marriage. After all 
that is the epitome of life in countless 
thousands of years. Life goes on, 
only we, its brief conveniences of trans- 
port, pass away. There’s a sequel, 
too, to tell. Some day. 

I wonder how many of my readers 
found a page or, at any rate, a few 
lines, of their own lives in that tale 
of the Old Green Bedstead. Ye 
proletarians, who spring from big 
families. That tale was no concoction : 
pieced together a bit, perhaps, from 
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big fragments, but it was life, such as 
was lived by thousands of You’s and 
a humble I. 

Thus I finished. the course, dear 
reader, last month, with an unmoral 
tale of two parsons. I couldn’t make 


a moral tale out of that sort of 
| material anyway! | 


And so I close the book. Tarzan 
the Ape, you remember, came back 
again. Stacpole brought. back to life 
his lovers of the “Blue Lagoon;” lots 
of other authors have done the same. 

I’m game for that if you wish it, 
but you must say so. 

Oh, my, let me tell again of — 3 
of Kate, of Ann, of Lil, of True, and 
Prue and Sue, Vi, Fanny, Molly, Nellie, 
Minnie, Sarah, Edith, Lenore, Florrie, 
Madge, Rosetta, of Nora, Dora, Cora 
and Clare, Polly, Liza and the 1est. As 
the old hymn has it “the half was 
never told”’—nor should it be! And 
when I write again God guide me in 
my selection of the truth. 

[The stories that have appeared in 
“The Wanderlust” will, as soon as 
practicable, be collected and published 
in one volume. 

Readers who desire a complete 
collection of back copies containing 
this feature may obtain same post free 
on forwarding the sum of 5/4 to the 
Editor. Supply is limited. , 

Next month, or shortly, we shall 
start “something fresh.”] 


(Concluded from page 15) 
which will surely come, when reorgan- 
isation and reconstruction can be fully 
undertaken. 


Durham D.L.P. always issues a solid 
report and in good form. Individual 
membership increased by slightly over 
100 last year, but affiliated membership 
decreased, although it still stands at 
12,166. 


Swansea Labour Party report is pre- 
sented with that fulness which we now 
expect from the bigger Parties. It has 
28 pages and cover. The financial 
statement is particularly encouraging, 
especially in view of last year’s trials. 
The sum in hand is £539, an increase 
of roughly f115. In every field the 
Party reports a year of activity. There 
are roughly, 20,000 affiliated members, 
but individual membership leaves room 
for improvement. The membership, 
however, this year appears to be creep- 
ing up and will doubtless. show an 
increase. 
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Banging at the Ban 


Something about the Conference vote—this ‘‘Freedom 
of the Press’’ and a little recent history. 


By a small majority the Labour 
Party Conference carried a vote, in the 
the teeth of the N.E.C., protesting 
against the ban on the “Daily Worker.” 

The majority of 13,000 was one of 
the smallest on record, The smallness 
of the E.C.’s majority on another vote, 
viz., the Political Truce proposals, had 
occasioned most people, ourselves in- 
cluded, to conclude that those _pro- 
posals, except where they can be put 
into operation without meeting further 
trouble, were still-born. Anyway, it 
seems that the N.E.C. must take cog- 
nisance in both cases of the minority 
views of practically half the Confer- 
ence, and of what are virtually abor- 
tive votes. We shall be surprised if 
much happens on either issue. 

The vote on the “Daily Worker” was 
made up (1) of elements sympathetic 
to the paper; (2) of elements critical 
of the Minister’s action and of other 
repressive tendencies; and (3) of ele- 
ments concerned solely or mainly with 
the freedom of the press. And al- 
though we don’t Know the precise in- 
gredients of the mixture, we assume 
No. 1 and 3 to be the smaller and the 
smallest constituents respectively. 


But the freedom of the press busi- 
ness is a fetish we have little faith in, 
for “there ain’t no sich thing!” May 
we ask what freedom is meant? Free- 
dom to publish in this case, we pre- 
sume. Then what about “Action”? 
Is the Fascist paper included in our 
demands, or is it only Communist 
journals that must benefit? 

And what kind of “freedom of the 
Press” ever existed, - anyway? My 
Lords Kemsley and Camrose pub- 
lish the “Daily Telegraph” and several 
other papers. Beaverbrook has the 
“Daily Express,” and other press lords 
to do their bit, but what is that to 
you or me? What freedom is thereby 
given to anyone? And isn’t this so- 
called “freedom” a tyranny (exercised 
by every proprietor and most editors) 
that conceals, perverts, distorts, mis- 
represents and suppresses all that the 
owners desire or dislike? This “free- 
dom” is a fraud, and if Labour folk 


had proper memories or even the power 
to perceive plain facts or intelligently 
read and remember their daily liars, 
there would be no cry for this “free- 
dom” for press monopolists. Strange, 


that though we see the evil of mono-_ 


poly and private ownership in every- 
thing else, we haven’t a policy on this 
question of the Press except to call for 
“freedom” for political opponents, press 
lords and pencil-pushers, whose hourly 
task is to concoct our daily diet of 
dope. 

We understand the votes of Nos. 1 
and 2, but the innocence of No. 3 just 
tires us. 


Meantime, as we don’t think our 
fellow journalists are engaged in a very 
noble occupation, we make amends by 
quoting from.“The Journalist.” A 
correspondent there sardonically sug- 


gests that the “Daily Worker” should _ 


have a chance to state its case, and he 
wants to know why it said on Septem- 
ber rith, 1939: 

“The expected Nazi peace offer has 
arrived via the speech of General 
Goering. . . If there was the slighest 
inclination to treat the Goering plan 
seriously, France and Britain would be 
in deadly peril. . « .” 

And why, on October 17th of the 
same year, it said: “This war is a fight 
between Imperialist Powers over profits, 
colonies and world domination, All 
warring powers are equally responsible. 
The Soviet Union is leading the world 
fight for peace.” And why it called for 
a Peace Conference? 

And why on April roth, 1940, after 
the German invasion of Norway and 
Denmark, the “D.W.” wrote: “In a 
single day and night the British and 
French Governments have extended the 
war front by nearly 1,000 miles. . 
There were pérsistent rumours last 
night of imminent British and French 
action against Holland and Belgium.” 

And why, on May goth, 1940, the day 
before Germany invaded Holland, the 
“D.W.” said: “Acute tension and 
terror prevailed in Holland yesterday. 
I spoke to several Dutch correspon- 
dents, none of whom can possibly be 
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_ described as ‘pro-German.’ All of 
_ them pointed out that there appears 
_ to be no evidence of any German pre- 
arations for the invasion of Holland. 
Yet these stories are being circulated 
throughout the world from Allied 
‘sources, and the question is: What is 
the motive? If the stories are untrue, 
_ what possible reason can there be for 
spreading them except that the Allies 
_ are. trying to prepare the atmosphere 
for an invasion of Holland by them- 
selves?” ; 

And why it said on February 1st, 
+1940: “Hitler repeated once again his 
_ claim that the war was thrust upon 
him by Britain. Against this historical 
fact there is no reply.” a 


This was the Truce 


Below we reprint the terms of the 

-_ Electoral Truce. Our members will 
note the categorical statement made by 
the N.E.C. on the difference. between 
a~Political Truce and an Electoral 
Truce. The quotation below is taken 
from the N.E.C. Report to tne 1940 
Bournemouth Conference :— 

“Early in September consultations 
took place between the Government 
and the Leaders of the Labour and 
Liberal Parties with a view to avoiding 
Election contests during the period of 
the war. The National Executive 
Committee finally agreed to an Elec- 
toral Truce, which, in the case of 
Parliamentary By-Elections, provided 
for the termination of the Truce if 
desired by any Party thereto, and in 
the case of Municipal Elections for a 
review of the circumstances at the end 
of 1940. : 

“Whilst agreeing to the Truce, the 
National Executive -Committee has 
made it~ clear that the Party is 
perfectly free to carry on its normal 
functions as the Official Opposition in 
Parliament and its general’ political 
activities in the country as occasion 
may demand. In other words, there 
is no ‘Political Truce’ and the ‘Electoral 
Truce’ is subject to review. 

“The Electoral Truce on Parliament- 
ary By-Elections, as signed by the 
three Chief Party Whips, reads :— 

4 ‘We jointly agree as representing 
the Conservative, Labour, and 
Liberal Parties, as. follows :— 

(a) Not to nominate Candidates for 

Parliamentary vacancies that 
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now exist, or may occur, against 
the Candidate nominated vee 
Party holding the seat at the 
time of the vacancy occurring. 

(b) The Agreement shall hold good 

during the War, or until deter- 
mined by notice given by any 
one of the three Parties signa- 
tories hereto.’ 

“Apart from the War issue, which, 
without a shadow of doubt, is a matter 
of life and liberty to the British 
people, the National Executive Com- 
mittee is convinced that the present 
and prospective interests of the 
demand adherence to this Electoral 
Agreement. The practical reasons 
involved have been clearly and cate- 
gorically stated in a number of circulars 
issued to organisations and the plain 
facts contained in these documents 
cannot be controverted. 

“The National Executive Committee 
realises that the interests of the British 
people are paramount and, should it 
be necessary to face Party risks during 
the war to give the electors an oppor- 
tunity of passing judgment on vital 
issues that may arise, the Committee 
will not hesitate to give notice to 
terminate the“Electoral Truce.” 


The report of the Halifax D.L.P. was - 
received too late to mention Ipst 
month, It is, however, one of the best 
reports this year, showing increases 
both in affiliated and individual mem- 
bership. The latter now stands solid 
at 1,782. Finance was in an excep- 
tionally healthy condition. Both the 
report and accounts are presented in 
full form and with admirable clarity. 


Of West Bermondsey we cannot say 
that it has yet risen like Phoenix from 
the ashes. The ashes are literally 
there and the Party will without doubt 
rise again. The Women’s Section 
meets every week and is particularly 
active. A fair membership still re- 
mains, although it decreased again last 
year. The Management Committee 
has met each month with an average 
attendance of 24, while service-to the 
people is still rendered by the Advice 
Bureau. Members have been requested 
to donate a sum each year over and 
above their Party subscription to carry 
onthe good work, and the Party is 
determined to get the essentials of 
organisation intact ready for the day, 

(Concluded on page 13) 
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THE RAILWAYS: Retrospect and Prospect . 
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